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The latest report delves into the complex political
evolution of Mozambique, exploring the intricate
narratives that shape electoral processes and
outcomes. With a focus on the recent elections, we
examine candidates' platforms, the dynamics of
voter turnout, and the challenges posed by
allegations of fraud and disturbances on election
day. This issue also highlights the significant impact
of political events, including international reactions
and general strikes, while providing a
comprehensive overview of the electoral results.
Through in-depth analysis and firsthand accounts,
we aim to illuminate the multifaceted landscape of
Mozambique's political journey, offering readers a
deeper understanding of the forces at play in this
pivotal moment for the nation.

DISCLAIMER

PLEASE NOTE: This report is intended solely for the use of the recipient(s) and organization to
which it is addressed. Information in this report may contain sensitive information specific to
its intended audience. The sharing, forwarding, distributing, or copying of this report or any of
its content, in whole or in part, without prior permission, is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this report in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete the report from
your system. Unauthorized distribution may result in subscription removal. All guidance and
information from the PLSO Activity, including the information in this report, should NOT be
considered as a directive. USAID IPs and their security POCs should consider any guidance from
the PLSO Activity as input into their own decision making. All security and safety-related
decisions will ultimately be made independently by each implementing partner, depending on

their circumstances and capacities.
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The Political Evolution of Mozambique

Overview

Since gaining independence from Portugal in 1975, Mozambique has navigated a
dynamic political landscape. Following independence, the Frente de Libertacao de
Mog¢ambique (FRELIMO) emerged as the ruling party, establishing a one-party
state. This period laid the groundwork for significant political developments in the
years to come. After a protracted civil war that concluded with a peace agreement
in 1992, Mozambique transitioned to a multi-party democracy. The 1994
presidential elections marked a historic milestone as the first democratic
elections, reflecting the country's commitment to a more inclusive political
process. This shift has since fostered a vibrant political environment where various
parties, including the Resisténcia Nacional Mogambicana (RENAMO) and newer
entities, engage in the electoral process, contributing to the ongoing evolution of
Mozambique’s democracy.
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The Political Evolution of Mozambique

Since the introduction of multi-party elections in 1994, Mozambique's
presidential elections have shown several notable trends. FRELIMO initially
maintained a strong position, winning the 1994 elections with a significant share
of the vote. However, there has been a gradual decline in FRELIMO's electoral
percentages over the years, particularly highlighted in the 2019 elections, where
the party received just over 50% of the votes. RENAMO has consistently served as
the primary opposition party, with varying levels of support, while newer parties,
such as the Optimistic People for the Development of Mozambique (PODEMOS),
have emerged, indicating a diversification of the political landscape. These
changes reflect an electorate that is increasingly engaged in the political process,
emphasizing the importance of transparency and integrity as the country prepares
for future elections.

Year Frelimo Renamo MDM Podemos
1994 Chiwano | Dhlakama || :
1999 Chiano  |Dhlakama | :
2004 Gucboza  |Dhlakema | :
2009 Gucbuza  |Dhlakema | :
2014 Filipe Nyusi ADilol;llS{:ma Daviz Simango |-
2019 Filipe Nyusi g/ls(fzf: de Daviz Simango i/?:(;gn de

Party and leaders, 1994 - 2019
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Campaign Narratives: Candidates and Their

Political Platforms

The electoral campaigns leading up to the recent presidential election in Mozambique were
marked by a highly polarized environment. Each party sought to address the pressing
concerns of the electorate, reflecting a nation grappling with economic challenges and calls

for political reform.

FRELIMO’s Campaign

Daniel Chapo, representing the ruling
FRELIMO party, campaigned on a platform of
continuity and stability, emphasizing the
party's historical governance since
independence in 1975. Positioned as a youthful
and dynamic leader, Chapo was portrayed as a
fresh face capable of tackling contemporary
issues while honoring FRELIMO'’s legacy. His
campaign prioritized economic development,
infrastructure projects, and peace, particularly
in regions impacted by the ongoing insurgency
in Cabo Delgado. Chapo received prominent
endorsements from influential figures,
including Graga Machel and former President
Joaquim Chissano, framing him as a unifying
leader with a vision for the future.

RENAMO’s Campaign

Ossufo Momade led the RENAMO campaign,
advocating for political change and economic
reform to revitalize the party’s appeal. Despite
RENAMO's historical status as the primary
opposition party, Momade faced challenges,
including criticism for perceived closeness to
FRELIMO, particularly following peace
agreements viewed as advantageous to the
ruling party. His campaign sought to address
public discontent over corruption, economic
inequality, and the management of the Cabo
Delgado insurgency. However, internal
divisions within RENAMO and public
skepticism about Momade's leadership
hindered the campaign's effectiveness.

Candidate: Daniel Chapo

Candidate: Ossufo Momade
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Campaign Narratives: Candidates and Their

Political Platforms

PODEMO’s Campaign

A notable development in this election cycle
was the emergence of PODEMOS, led by
Venancio Mondlane, a former RENAMO
member who broke away to establish a new
political identity. PODEMOS positioned itself as
a youthful and reform-oriented alternative to
the established parties. Mondlane’s campaign,
encapsulated by the slogan  “Save
Mozambique,” resonated particularly with
younger voters and the diaspora, emphasizing
a commitment to combat corruption and
create economic opportunities. Utilizing social
media effectively, he connected with a
demographic eager for substantial political
change. His grassroots movement narrative
generated significant momentum, establishing
Mondlane as a serious contender against both
FRELIMO and RENAMO.

MDM'’s Campaign

The MDM's campaign emphasized combating
corruption, decentralization, and improved
local governance, appealing strongly in urban
areas like Beira, a historic base due to Daviz
Simango's legacy. The party stressed electoral
integrity, raising concerns about potential
FRELIMO fraud and advocating transparency
in vote counting. Aimed at younger,
disillusioned voters, MDM highlighted urban
issues—employment, public services, and
municipal autonomy—to set itself apart from
the FRELIMO-RENAMO divide. In provinces
like Cabo Delgado and Nampula, MDM faced
security challenges, including intimidation
and logistical disruptions. While running
independently, MDM hinted at collaboration
with RENAMO on issues like anti-corruption,
strengthening opposition to FRELIMO while
retaining its unique identity.

Candidate: Venancio Mondlane

Candidate: Lutero Simango
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Campaign Narratives: Candidates and Their

Political Platforms

Key Campaign Themes

Across all campaigns, common themes included peace and security, especially
regarding the insurgency in Cabo Delgado, alongside economic development, job
creation, and anti-corruption efforts. Strikes by public sector workers earlier in the
year underscored grievances related to salaries and governance, which opposition
parties leveraged to critique the government's economic policies. FRELIMO
promised continuity and enhanced governance, while opposition parties called for

transformative changes to address systemic issues facing the nation.

ossufo O€Neral

Momade - Lutero
' Simango ;
5,81% e
Venancio
Mondlane; __—
20,32%
Daniel
Chapo;
70,67%

Final Results General Elections 2024
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Voting Day

Election Day Insights: October 9, 2024 — A Contested Vote in Mozambique

On October 9, 2024, approximately 7.4 million Mozambicans participated in voting
for the presidency, members of the Assembly of the Republic, and provincial
representatives. Despite this turnout, which represented only 43% of registered
voters, over 9 million individuals opted not to cast their ballots, reflecting
significant political tensions and concerns about potential violence. Election day
was marred by challenges such as poorly sealed ballot boxes, allegations of vote
buying, and considerable procedural irregularities. Consequently, international
observers from the EU and African Union concluded that the election did not meet
international standards.

Reports from election monitors highlighted problems like ballot box stuffing,
voter intimidation, and restricted access for observers at over 200 polling stations.
Opposition reactions were swift; Venancio Mondlane, supported by PODEMOS,
declared victory, alleging manipulation by the ruling FRELIMO party. RENAMO
also expressed concerns about the electoral process in areas where it had strong
support.

i e e [‘ B '3 i Y.

Tinted finger symbolizes the act of voting

Security was tight, particularly in politically volatile regions like Cabo Delgado and
Zambezia, but no major incidents occurred. The atmosphere remained tense,
influenced by prior unrest during the campaign. The low voter turnout,
significantly below the typical 60% seen in previous elections, reflected voter
fatigue and skepticism about the electoral process, particularly among younger
voters despite efforts by PODEMOS to engage them.

Overall, while the election was conducted without major disruptions, the
irregularities and low engagement foreshadowed post-election disputes and
potential political instability in the following weeks.
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Voter Turnout in Mozambique's Presidential Elections:
A Declining Trend

The voter turnout in Mozambique's presidential elections has seen significant
fluctuations since the introduction of multi-party democracy in 1994. An analysis
of the turnout percentages over the years reveals a concerning trend of
disengagement among voters, particularly in the recent 2024 elections.

Historical Voter Turnout

199/ Presidential Elections

Voter Turnout: 87.3%

Significance: Marked the first multi-party elections following the civil war, reflecting
strong public engagement and hope for a new democratic era.

1999 Presidential Elections

Voter Turnout: 82.9%

Significance: Continued consolidation of democratic processes, demonstrating sustained
public interest in participating in governance.

2004 Presidential Elections

Voter Turnout: 75.5%

Significance: High turnout despite criticisms of the electoral process, indicating a
commitment to democracy.

2009 Presidential Elections

Voter Turnout: 44.9%

Significance: A significant drop attributed to voter apathy and disillusionment with the
political climate, marking a turning point in electoral participation.

2014 Presidential Elections

Voter Turnout: 51.5%

Significance: A moderate increase from 2009, yet still low, highlighting ongoing
challenges in mobilizing voters.

2019 Presidential Elections

Voter Turnout: 51.3%

Significance: Similar to the 2014 turnout, indicating persistent difficulties in engaging
the electorate.

202/ Presidential Elections

Voter Turnout: 43%

Significance: A notable decline, the lowest since the start of multi-party elections,
reflecting deepening voter disengagement and disillusionment with the political process.
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Summary of Trends

The data illustrates several key trends in voter turnout:

Early Elections: The initial multi- ) . ) )
party elections of 1994 and 1999  Voter Turnout in Presidential Elections

witnessed exceptionally high voter

engagement, signifying a strong L ) %

public desire for democratic C 1 1 1 [

participation following the civil

- 87.3% 82.9% 75.5% 44.9%
Declining Turnout: Since the mid- 1994 1999 2004 2009 2014 2019 2024
2000 S ) there haS been d maﬂ{Ed . 1994 marked the first democratic elections with an 87.3% turnout.
dEClil’le in VOter turnOUt, Key InSightS: Significant decline observed since 2009.

hlghllghted by the Sharp drop m 2024 shows the lowest turnout at 43%, indicating growing voter
2009. The 2024 elections further disengagument;

emphasize this trend, reaching a

low of 43%. Voter Turnout

Recent Elections: While turnout remained relatively stable but low in the 2014
and 2019 elections, the significant decrease in 2024 suggests an urgent need to
address underlying issues affecting voter confidence and participation.

The 2024 elections represent a critical juncture for Mozambique's democratic
processes, underscoring the need for renewed efforts to engage the electorate
and restore public trust in the electoral system. With over 9 million registered
voters choosing not to participate, the call for reforms and increased
transparency has never been more crucial.

As Mozambique navigates its political landscape, addressing voter engagement
will be essential to foster a vibrant democracy and ensure the voices of all
citizens are heard.
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Fraud Allegations

Allegations of Electoral Fraud in Mozambique's 2024 Elections

Following the October 9, 2024, elections in Mozambique, opposition parties
raised allegations of widespread fraud. Claims included vote count
manipulation, voter intimidation, and the use of pre-marked ballots favoring
the ruling party, FRELIMO. Venancio Mondlane preemptively declared victory,
despite early results indicating Daniel Chapo was in the lead. Both PODEMOS
and RENAMO announced intentions to challenge the results legally and through
public demonstrations.

These allegations, backed by reports from national and international election
observers and civil society groups, highlighted significant irregularities and
raised concerns about the electoral process's credibility, exacerbating political
tensions in the country.

Key Allegations

e Ballot Box Tampering: Reports of ballot box stuffing and tampering
emerged, with accusations that some ballot boxes were unsealed before
voting ended. Instances of pre-filled ballots in polling stations heightened
suspicions of manipulation favoring FRELIMO.

» Intimidation and Voter Suppression: The opposition accused FRELIMO of
using security forces to intimidate voters, particularly in areas where
opposition support was strong. Reports of threats and harassment at polling
stations contributed to low voter turnout. Observers noted cases of
intimidation and vote-buying, particularly in FRELIMO strongholds.

e Access Restrictions for Observers: Over 200 polling stations reportedly
denied entry to election monitors and journalists, limiting independent
oversight of the vote counting. Sala da Paz documented instances where
observers were barred from polling stations or prohibited from witnessing
the counting process.
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Fraud Allegations

e Vote Counting Irregularities: Allegations surfaced regarding manipulated
vote counts at various polling stations. Claims included unjustified changes
to vote tallies and unsecured ballot boxes during transport. The European
Union's election observation mission also noted irregularities in the
counting process.

e Parallel Vote Counting Discrepancies: Opposition parties, including
PODEMOS and RENAMO, conducted parallel vote counts that significantly
diverged from the official results. These discrepancies were cited as evidence
of systematic manipulation favoring FRELIMO, with Mondlane asserting
that the parallel counts indicated victories in key constituencies where
official results showed losses.

- X ) e .
== Ballot Box Tamperin — Counting Irregularities
pering - g Irreg

Reports of stuffing and Allegations of manipulated

pre-filled ballots favoring a Observers Restricted REUESENERTLEEEIELRE
FRELIMO boxes

Over 200 polling stations
18] . denied access to monitors
Voter Suppression
i o

Claims of threats and
harassment at polling

@lndependent Counting
am

Opposition reports
diverging significantly from

stations official tallies

Allegations of Electoral Fraud

These allegations reflect deepening concerns about the integrity of
Mozambique's electoral system and its impact on political stability.
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Disturbances on Election Day: October 9

On October 9, at around 7:00 AM, Mozambicans began voting in the general
elections. The National Election Commission (CNE) assured that the process
would proceed without restrictions, even in areas previously affected by
terrorism. However, voting was halted in Mucojo, Quiterajo, and Mbau due to
security concerns. Overall, while the voting process was largely calm, there were
reports of delays, irregularities, and disturbances.

Disturbances
Maputo City

¢ MDM candidate Lutero Simango accused electoral authorities of denying
access to polling stations, labeling it a conspiracy. Similar complaints came
from RENAMO and PODEMOS leaders about their delegates being barred. A
PODEMOS representative was injured during an attack post-voting.

e Around 8 PM, a power outage during vote counting at Mubukwane Secondary
School led to public unrest when residents suspected electoral fraud
involving an unmarked vehicle. Police intervened, resulting in a stray bullet
injury.

Matola City

» Voter agitation arose from delays in opening polling stations, prompting
police intervention.

Inhambane City

» Voters reported slow processes at a polling station, leading to some tension
but no major disturbances.

Zambezia Province

e While early voting was calm, some voters reported irregularities, such as
missing names on electoral rolls. Strikes by polling station members led to
23 polling stations not opening, particularly in Gile district, due to demands
for payment.
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Disturbances on Election Day: October 9
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Map of Disturbance Hotspots

Nampula Province

© d-maps.com

» Clashes erupted at Parque Primary School due to ballot confusion, and a voter was

arrested in Nacala-Porto for possessing pre-filled ballots.

Tete Province

» In Moatize, public unrest occurred over suspicions of electoral fraud, leading to

police using tear gas to disperse protesters.

Overall, the elections reflected ongoing challenges within Mozambique's electoral

process, with a mix of calm and unrest reported across various regions.
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International Reactions to October Elections

The international response to Mozambique's October 9, 2024, presidential
election was varied. Many nations expressed serious concerns about reported
electoral irregularities, while others stressed the need for dialogue and stability.
The European Union (EU) highlighted issues like "alteration of results," and the
Southern African Development Community (SADC) called for transparency in
resolving electoral disputes.

Observers from the African Union (AU) and SADC noted substantial
irregularities, particularly regarding access for monitors, urging peaceful legal
resolutions. The EU, USA, and the UK documented various issues, including
ballot stuffing and voter intimidation, and called for a transparent review of the
electoral process.

The United Nations emphasized the need for impartial investigations into
alleged irregularities and politically motivated violence, while international
NGOs condemned the suppression of political opposition. Diplomatic missions
from countries like Portugal, Brazil, and South Africa recognized the election's
significance but raised concerns about increasing violence and potential
instability, with some offering to mediate discussions between the ruling party
and opposition.

The Constituition of Mozambique book held during a protest

Overall, these mixed reactions underscore broader worries about democratic
integrity in Mozambique, highlighting the urgent need for transparency,
accountability, and meaningful dialogue to promote stability and democratic
governance.

Page 15



PLSO
MOZAMBIQUE

Overview of Electoral Results

The official electoral results for the Mozambican presidential election, held on
October 9, 2024, were announced by the National Election Commission (CNE) on
October 15, 2024. The results declared Daniel Chapo of the ruling party FRELIMO
as the winner, receiving approximately 71% of the votes. The main opposition
parties, including PODEMOS and RENAMO, rejected the results, citing
widespread irregularities such as ballot stuffing and voter intimidation.

Lutero
ossuo  Maputo City Simango;
Momade ; 2.86%
9,62% \

Venancio
Mondlane Daniel
:33,84% Chapo;

Ossufo
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250% Simango ; 2,33%
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Overview of Electoral Results

Nampula Province
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General Strike

Venancio Mondlane Calls for a General Strike

On October 19, Venancio Mondlane
called for a general strike on
October 21 to protest alleged
electoral fraud following the
October 9 general election. The
situation escalated with the
murders of his lawyer, Elvino Dias,
and Paulo Guambe, the leader of
PODEMOS, which heightened public
outrage and transformed initial
protests into widespread unrest.

Tear gas used during protests

Despite assurances from the National Election Commission that the elections
would proceed without restrictions, significant irregularities were reported,
including ballot stuffing and voter intimidation. The official results declared
FRELIMO’s Daniel Chapo the winner with 71%, a declaration vehemently
rejected by the opposition, including PODEMOS and RENAMO, citing widespread
electoral misconduct.

On October 21, protests erupted across major cities such as Maputo, Nampula,
and Beira. Demonstrators confronted security forces, leading to violent clashes
involving tear gas and live ammunition, which resulted in injuries and fatalities.
In response to the violence, Mondlane announced an additional two-day strike
for October 24 and 25, reflecting ongoing dissatisfaction with the electoral
process.

The murders of Dias and Guambe were viewed as politically motivated attempts
to suppress opposition claims regarding electoral fraud, drawing condemnation
from national and international bodies. Critics, including the Mozambican Bar
Association, demanded justice, while police claims of ""marital motives' for the
murders were met with skepticism, suggesting possible governmental attempts
to deflect attention from political implications.
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General Strike

Venancio Mondlane Calls for a General Strike

As protests continued, security forces responded with heavy-handed tactics,
resulting in over 100 arrests. Reports of casualties, including a young protester,
exacerbated tensions between the government and opposition supporters. The
government’s approach to controlling unrest further fueled allegations of state-
sponsored violence.

The international community reacted strongly to the events, with entities such
as the EU and UN condemning the killings and subsequent violence. They called
for thorough investigations and emphasized the importance of political rights
and electoral transparency. The EU Election Observation Mission raised
concerns about blocked access to vote tabulations, reinforcing allegations of
electoral fraud.

Public opinion regarding the protests was divided. While some citizens
supported the demonstrations as a necessary stand against electoral
malpractice, others were wary of the potential for violence and economic
disruption. The strike caused significant disruptions in transportation and
commerce, particularly in urban areas.

In summary, the events surrounding the October 21 strike illustrate a deepening
political crisis in Mozambique. The opposition's challenge to the electoral
results, combined with allegations of fraud and politically motivated violence,
has led to a volatile atmosphere. The government's aggressive response and the
ongoing international scrutiny suggest a potential escalation of unrest unless
meaningful dialogue and transparency in the electoral process are established.

Tires on fire during protest
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V. Mondlane 4 Stage Plan

Venancio Mondlane’s Four-Stage Plan: Mobilizing for Change

On October 21, Venancio Mondlane framed his strategy as a "four-stage plan,"
emphasizing a structured approach to ongoing protests against the recent
electoral results. This terminology gained traction after the general strike that
day, sparked by allegations of electoral fraud and the tragic murders of his
lawyer, Elvino Dias, and Paulo Guambe.

Initial Announcement of General Strike (October 19, 2024):
e Mondlane called for a general strike on October 21 to protest the alleged
electoral fraud, catalyzing public dissent and mobilization.

Expansion of the Plan (October 21, 2024):
e Following the initial strike, Mondlane elaborated on the four-stage plan
during press conferences and public statements, outlining a clear strategy
for continued political action.

Second Stage: Additional Strikes (Announced October 21, 2024):
* He announced a second phase of strikes for October 24 and 25, reflecting
ongoing dissatisfaction with the electoral process and rising tensions in the
country.

Third Stage: March on Maputo (Announced October 29, 2024):
» Mondlane indicated plans for a significant march in Maputo to raise public
awareness about electoral fraud and escalate pressure on the government.

Fourth Stage: Details Pending:
e The specifics of the fourth stage remain undeclared, with Mondlane
suggesting that further actions would depend on the political climate and
responses to the protests.
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V. Mondlane 4 Stage Plan

The overarching goal of Mondlane's plan is to mobilize public opposition to the
electoral results and demand accountability from the National Electoral
Commission. Through organized strikes and demonstrations, he aims to
increase political pressure for transparency and reform in Mozambique's
electoral processes.

In addition to traditional channels, Mondlane has effectively utilized social
media platforms like Twitter and Facebook to communicate directly with
supporters. This approach allows him to disseminate updates about his political
agenda and mobilize grassroots support, fostering a sense of community among
those advocating for change amid rising political tensions. His digital presence
highlights the importance of transparency, accountability, and democratic
rights, resonating with a broad audience in these tumultuous times.

Mobilization for Change: 4-Stage Plan §;

O © O

+« General Strike « call for 7-day

» Protesting the * 2-day §trike peaceful march
alleged ’Eﬂe‘_‘t'"g to Maputo
electoral fraud ngomg + 4 million people
and political dissatisfaction to marchto ANNOUNCED
murders with the electoral Maputo
+ Announces 4 process and

= Security Forces
invited to join

Stage Plan rising tensions

October 21 October 24-25 October 31-November 7

o Mondlane is using social media to disseminate updates about
his political agenda and mobilize grassroots support, *

oo fostering a sense of community among those advocating for g

change amid rising political tensions.

4 Stage Plan
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V. Mondlane 4 Stage Plan - Stage 2

Mozambique’s Election Protests Intensify: Key Events on October 24-25

On October 24 and 25, 2024, Mozambique experienced widespread protests
across major cities, including Maputo, Nampula, Beira, and Chimoio, following
the disputed October 9 presidential election. Opposition supporters voiced
demands for a recount, investigation of alleged irregularities, and changes to
the electoral process, while security forces worked to contain the unrest. The
demonstrations, marked by gatherings, roadblocks, and confrontations, led to
significant public disruptions, injuries, and arrests.

Major Incidents and Locations of Clashes
Maputo Province

e Maputo City: Protests unfolded across multiple areas, including Julius
Nyerere Avenue, Praca dos Combatentes/Xiquelene, and Centro Joaquim
Chissano. In some areas, protesters threw objects, while others set tires on
fire, notably on National Road Number Four (N4) near Maquinag. Police
interventions were reported, and in nearby Matola, further tire burnings
took place as demonstrations spread.

Nampula Province

e Nampula City: Police reportedly deployed tear gas and fired live rounds to
disperse gatherings along Avenida Eduardo Mondlane and near the airport
roundabout, where crowds gathered. The demonstrations included demands
for election accountability, with reports of injuries among civilians.

» Nacala-Porto: Demonstrations took place between Belmonte and Fernao
Veloso, with peaceful marches seen in the area.

e Mabhivire: Police reportedly fired shots, resulting in injuries and detentions,
adding to public concerns over the security response.

Sofala Province

» Beira: Protesters set up barricades and burned tires in Matacuane Nova York,
prompting the closure of the municipal council and the cancellation of some
events.
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Manica Province

» Chimoio: Protests were reported in Nhamaonha and the city center, with
police reportedly using live rounds to disperse crowds. Some injuries were
reported, with a heightened security presence observed.

Tete Province

» Tete City: Streets were largely empty, as citizens reportedly remained home,
and daily activities were temporarily paused.
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Political Reactions and Public Sentiment

The protests, largely driven by opposition supporters, included calls for
electoral reforms, with prominent leaders such as Venancio Mondlane and
Ossufo Momade encouraging peaceful resistance and highlighting the need for
transparency. Protesters in some areas voiced opposition to the election results,
calling for political accountability.

Security Response and Human Rights Observations

Reports indicate that security forces used tear gas, water cannons, rubber
bullets, and in some cases, live ammunition to disperse crowds, leading to
injuries and arrests. Human rights organizations noted concerns regarding the
methods used, while local authorities maintained that their response was
necessary to manage public safety.

Economic and Social Impact

The protests caused disruptions in several cities, with schools, businesses, and
public services either temporarily closing or operating at reduced capacity.
Citizens expressed varying views, with some supporting the demonstrations and
others concerned about the effect of prolonged unrest on daily life and economic
stability.

International Observations

International observers monitored the situation closely, with some embassies
advising citizens to avoid large gatherings. International bodies, including the
UN and African Union, emphasized the importance of dialogue and peaceful
resolution to address grievances.

Conclusion

The October 24 and 25 protests reflect ongoing public debate around the election
and underscore the calls for clarity in the electoral process. As Mozambique
navigates this period of unrest, these events highlight both the public demand
for transparency and the challenges of managing widespread protests across
multiple cities.
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Venancio Mondlane Calls for a Historic March: A 4 Million Strong
Movement in Maputo

On [insert date], Venancio Mondlane,
the leader of the emerging political
party PODEMOS, delivered a powerful
speech outlining the third stage of their
ambitious plan to mobilize 4 million
people in a historic march on Maputo.
This initiative aims to demand electoral
justice and push for substantial political
reforms in Mozambique, responding to
growing discontent following the
contested October 2024 presidential
election.

Mobilization for Change

In his address, Mondlane emphasized the need for unity among Mozambicans to
reclaim their political agency. He called on citizens from all walks of life—
students, workers, and civil society—to join the march, stating, “Together, we
can demonstrate the power of our collective voice. Four million strong will send
a clear message to the government: we demand transparency, accountability,
and a government that truly represents the will of the people.”

Invitation to Police and Security Forces

Notably, Mondlane extended an invitation to police and security forces to join
the march. He emphasized that the movement is not against them but rather a
collective effort to improve the country for all its citizens. “We understand your
role in maintaining order, but we invite you to stand with us in this fight for
justice. Together, we can create a Mozambique that serves all of its people, not
just the few in power,” he stated, highlighting the importance of solidarity
across different sectors of society.

Addressing Electoral Grievances

Mondlane’s speech resonated with the widespread frustrations regarding the
electoral process and the ruling party’s alleged manipulation of the election. He
reiterated the importance of a transparent electoral system, calling for the
establishment of an independent electoral commission. “We cannot stand by
while our democratic rights are undermined. The time for change is now, and it
starts with us coming together to demand what is rightfully ours,” he asserted.
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A Call for National Solidarity

The proposed march is not only a protest against electoral injustices but also a
rallying cry for national solidarity in addressing pressing social issues, including
high unemployment, economic stagnation, and security concerns. Mondlane
urged participants to view the march as an opportunity to advocate for broader
reforms that benefit all Mozambicans, stating, “This is not just about one
election; it’s about the future of our nation. We must fight for a Mozambique
where every voice is heard, and every citizen has the chance to thrive.”

Youth Engagement and Grassroots Mobilization

Mondlane highlighted the crucial role of the youth in this movement,
recognizing their increasing political engagement and desire for change. “Our
young people are the future of Mozambique. They are the ones who will inherit
the consequences of our actions today. We must empower them to lead this
charge,” he declared, encouraging the use of social media and grassroots
organizing to spread the word about the march and mobilize participants.

International Support and Solidarity

In his speech, Mondlane also expressed gratitude for the support received from
various civil society organizations and international bodies monitoring the
political situation in Mozambique. He called for continued solidarity from the
global community, emphasizing that the march is part of a broader struggle for
democratic rights and human dignity. “We stand united not just as
Mozambicans but as global citizens demanding justice and equality for all,” he
said.

Looking Ahead

As preparations for the march intensify, Mondlane’s speech has invigorated
supporters and galvanized the opposition movement. The call for 4 million
participants reflects a significant mobilization effort, showcasing the
determination of the Mozambican people to effect change in their political
landscape.

With a clear vision for a more transparent and accountable government,
Venancio Mondlane’s leadership promises to reshape the narrative in
Mozambique, highlighting the urgent need for reform and the power of
collective action. The march on Maputo is set to be a defining moment in the
country’s political journey, as citizens come together to demand their rights and
envision a brighter future for Mozambique.
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Emerging Trends in Mozambique’s Political Landscape: Insights from
the 2024 Election

The 2024 election highlighted a growing disillusionment with traditional
political parties in Mozambique, particularly reflected in the strong
performance of PODEMOS. This shift indicates a changing political landscape,
with younger voters increasingly demanding transparency and accountability.
FRELIMO'’s reliance on state resources and perceived electoral manipulation
tactics appears increasingly unsustainable in the long term. Several key trends
and tendencies emerged from the October 2024 election that are shaping the
country's political future:

Shift in Opposition Dynamics

A significant trend is the rise of PODEMOS as a formidable opposition force,
challenging the longstanding FRELIMO-RENAMO rivalry. Under the leadership
of Venancio Mondlane, PODEMOS has garnered substantial support, particularly
from younger voters and those dissatisfied with RENAMO's perceived inaction.
This shift reflects a broader desire for political renewal, moving away from
traditional parties viewed as ineffective in addressing pressing issues like
corruption, economic stagnation, and security challenges.

Conversely, RENAMO's influence is waning, struggling to effectively mobilize its
base against FRELIMO. The term "FRENAMO," used to describe RENAMO’s
alleged tacit alliance with FRELIMO, has further damaged its reputation among
opposition supporters who expect a more genuine alternative to the ruling
party's governance.

Youth Mobilization and Social Media Influence

The 2024 election underscored the increasing political engagement of
Mozambique's youth, who comprise a significant portion of the electorate.
Mondlane and PODEMOS effectively utilized social media and digital platforms
to connect with younger voters, who are growing frustrated with economic
hardships and limited job prospects. This strategic use of social media marks a
shift toward modern, grassroots political organizing, likely to influence future
elections.
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Increased Political Polarization

The contentious nature of the election has deepened political polarization in
Mozambique. Allegations of electoral fraud and irregularities, coupled with
violent crackdowns on protests, have intensified divisions within public opinion.
Growing mistrust in the electoral system and state institutions raises concerns
about the potential emergence of more radical opposition movements and
prolonged political instability if grievances remain unaddressed.

Continued Dominance of FRELIMO Despite Challenges

Despite increasing dissatisfaction, FRELIMO’s political machinery remains
strong, allowing it to maintain control over both national and regional politics.
The party's ability to secure a significant victory, despite low voter turnout and
allegations of electoral manipulation, reflects its entrenched position in
Mozambican society. However, the controversies surrounding this election have
revealed vulnerabilities that a more united and organized opposition could
exploit in the future.

Electoral Integrity and Calls for Reform

The 2024 election highlighted ongoing issues with electoral integrity in
Mozambique. Numerous reports of irregularities have amplified calls for
comprehensive electoral reforms, including the establishment of an
independent electoral commission. Such reforms are deemed essential for
restoring public confidence in the democratic process and ensuring fairer
elections in the future.

Impact of Economic and Social Grievances

Economic challenges, particularly high unemployment rates and inadequate
public services, significantly influenced voter behavior. The ongoing insurgency
in Cabo Delgado and social issues such as labor strikes have fueled demands for
change. This environment of socio-economic discontent provides an
opportunity for opposition parties to gain traction by addressing these
grievances, even if they currently lack the organizational capacity to fully
challenge FRELIMO's dominance.
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Security Concerns and Repression of Dissent

The government’s response to protests and political dissent has shown a pattern
of employing security forces to maintain order, often through aggressive tactics.
This approach raises concerns about the shrinking space for civil society and
opposition activities, potentially leading to a cycle of repression and resistance.
If authorities continue prioritizing security measures over dialogue, it may
provoke further unrest and hinder prospects for peaceful political resolution.
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